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‘Vote chori’ row: Opposition mulls impeachment of CEC Gyanesh Kumar

New Delhi- Taking
exception to Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar’s
comments at a press
conference a day earlier, the
INDIA bloc of Opposition
parties on Monday said it
was considering “both legal
and Constitutional measures”
against the poll panel chief.
It is learnt that the
Opposition is considering
moving a notice for an
impeachment motion against
Kumar, whom it accused of
“talking like a BIJP
spokesperson” instead of
answering questions on the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar and alleged voter-list
irregularities. On Sunday,
faced with mounting
questions  from  the
Opposition, Kumar asked
Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Rahul
Gandhi to either submit
allegations of vote theft on a
sworn affidavit or apologise
to the nation. According to

sources, the matter of the
CEC’s impeachment was
discussed at a meeting of
Opposition floor leaders
chaired by Rajya Sabha LoP
and Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge earlier in
the day. “We have had
discussions and there is
consensus. We will take an
appropriate decision at the
appropriate time,” said the
Congress’s Deputy Leader
in the Lok Sabha, Gaurav
Gogoi, who was among
those who addressed a press
conference of Opposition
parties. Accusing the EC of
“running away” from the
Opposition’s allegations,
Gogoi said, “The right to
vote is the most important
among those in the
Constitution Our
democracy is alive solely
because of this right, the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) is the protector
of this right; but are seeing
that it is not only unable to
answer questions being
raised by several political

parties, it is running away
from them.” Gogoi said the
poll panel appeared to be
“under the command of
certain officials who are
clearly biased ... this is why
they are against any
investigation of voter fraud”,
adding that MPs from several
parties would keep an eye on
the EC. Trinamool Congress
(TMC) MP Mahua Moitra
said the EC’s job, as a
Constitutional body, was
“not to attack the
Opposition”. She said
Kumar’s press conference on
Sunday was “a display of
puppetry”. “Mr (Election)
Commissioner Sir, I would
urge that you leave that to
your political masters ... this
is ludicrous, it is not the job
of the CEC to attack the
Opposition, your job, sir, is
to go into great detail as to
what the valid queries raised
by the Opposition were.” “Is
the list on which the Lok
Sabha election was held
fraudulent? If that is true, the
current and previous

Social media has become an important
part of the social system : Dilawar Singh
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journalism s giving the society
aright direction, social media
has become an important part
of the social system.' The
above words were said by
Sardar Dilawar Singh, the
founder national president of
the Indian National Journalist
Coordination Committee and
Social Media Journalist
Federation, in his address. He
was speaking at the felicitation
ceremony of the organization
at Jashn Marriage Hall,
Belthara Road. He further said
that despite this, many
discrepancies have come up in

the main objective of

journalism. He stressed on all
journalists to do unbiased
journalism. On this occasion,
the provincial president of the
organization, Dr. Satish
Chandra Shukla said that due
to its programs for the interests
of journalists, the organization
has created its image in the
entire country in a very short
time and at present the
organization has emerged
rapidly in 16 provinces.“The
program was addressed by
many eminent intellectuals
including Dr. Prem Bhushan

Mujrim Fatima, Mohan Singh

Verma. Dr. SN Rai, Dr.
Numan, Danish Aftab, Parvez
Hamza Guddu, Naeem,
Tanveer Bhai, Ahmed Kamal
Laddan, Om G Singh, Vinod
Kumar Pappu Jaiswal, Ashok
Madhur, Satyam Gond,
Mathew Sir, Anil Kumar, Ashok
Yadav, Afsar Ahmed, Saurabh
Kumar, Sangam Kumar Tiwari,
Ghanshyam, Sudhir Kumar,
Abdussamad, Sanjay Mishra,
Bunty Madheshiya, Sudhakar
Rao, along with hundreds of
intellectuals and journalists
participated in the program.

Election Commissioners
should be prosecuted, and

this Lok Sabha should be
dissolved immediately,” she

said. Claiming that
“democracy is in peril”,
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva said
the Opposition would “resort
to both legal and
parliamentary procedures”
going forward, while Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Arvind
Sawant said Opposition
parties “were expecting
clarity” from the CEC on the
issues they had raised, “but
instead we got a CEC
speaking like a spokesperson
of the BJP”. CPI(M) MP

John Brittas alleged that the
BJP-led NDA alliance had

the “ulterior motive” of
making the “EC its B-team”,
accusing the poll panel of
bias. “We believe there is a
diabolical design to
adulterate the voter list from
Kerala to Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said. AAP MP
Sanjay Singh accused
Kumar of making “illogical
statements” and providing no
answers, demanding how
“not even a single vote was
added” to the rolls in Bihar
even as 65 lakh names were
removed in the draft rolls
published on August 1.

PM Modi thanks Putin for sharing insights on Alaska

talks with Trump, reiterates call for peace in Ukraine

New Delhi | Days after US President Donald Trump and
Russian President Vladimir Putin held their first face-to-face

talks in Alaska since the
. \ outbreak of the Ukraine
war, Prime Minister
| Narendra Modi said on
Monday that Putin had
personally briefed him
on the outcome of the
meeting. The summit,

held in Anchorage last week, produced no ceasefire but gave
Putin a platform to press for territorial concessions from Kyiv.

In apost on X, PM Modi wrote:

“Thank my friend, President

Putin, for his phone call and for sharing insights on his recent
meeting with President Trump in Alaska. India has
consistently called for a peaceful resolution of the Ukraine
conflict and supports all efforts in this regard. I look forward
to our continued exchanges in the days to come.” Thank my
friend, President Putin, for his phone call and for sharing
insights on his recent meeting with President Trump in Alaska.
India has consistently called for a peaceful resolution of the

Ukraine conflict and supports
all efforts in this regard. I look
forward to our... . Putin’s Alaska
trip marked his first visit to US
soil in years and was seen as a
symbolic diplomatic win, even
though Ukraine swiftly rejected
his proposals. Meanwhile, US—
India ties are under new strain.
The Trump administration
recently raised tariffs on Indian
goods from 25% to 50%,
arguing that India’s refining and
re-export of discounted Russian
crude was helping to finance
Moscow’s war effort. India has
called the move unfair, insisting
that it will continue to secure
energy supplies from arange of
sources while maintaining its
policy of strategic autonomy.
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