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Diplomatic tightrope: Red carpet for Putin,
now Delhi works on dates for Zelenskyy visit

New Delhi | As Russian
President Vladimir Putin
concluded his two-day visit
to India December 5, New
Delhi was preparing the next
steps in a careful diplomatic
balancing act: moves are
afoot to schedule a possible
visit by Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to
India in the coming months,
The Indian Express has learnt.
The visit could take place as
early as January 2026. A
Zelenskyy visit would
reinforce Delhi’s effort to stay
engaged with both sides of
the Russia—Ukraine war,
following the same calibrated
approach adopted last year. In
July 2024, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi travelled to
Moscow and met Putin; a
month later, in August, he had
visited Ukraine. Sources said
discussions between Indian

and Ukrainian officials have
been ongoing for several

weeks, with New Delhi in
touch with Zelenskyy’s office
even before Putin arrived in
India. The timing and scope
of the proposed visit will
depend on multiple factors,
including how former US
President Donald Trump’s
peace plan unfolds and
developments on the
battlefield. Domestic politics

in Ukraine, where
Zelenskyy’s government is

currently under pressure
embroiled in a sweeping
corruption scandal, could also
influence the outcome. Putin’s
visit has drawn close scrutiny
from Europe, with several
European envoys urging
India to use its influence to
push Moscow towards
ending the war. Delhi,
however, consistently

maintained that dialogue and
diplomacy remain the only
viable path forward with
Modi framing it as: “India is
not neutral, India is on the side
of peace.” India has stayed in
touch with both Putin and
Zelenskyy since the war
began in February 2022.
Modi has spoken to
Zelenskyy by phone at least
eight times, and the two
leaders have met on at least
four occasions. Their most
recent conversation was on
August 30, when Modi
reached Tianjin, China, for
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit and was
to meet Putin on the sidelines.
Sources said India has since
remained in touch with both
Kyiv and Moscow on
evolving peace initiatives,
including the latest Trump
proposal. The war has also

begun to have a more direct
impact on India. The 25 per
cent penalty tariffs imposed
by Trump for buying Russian
oil has forced Delhi to cut its
Russian crude imports since
September, as secondary
sanctions and tariff pressures
kicked in. Modi’s latest
remarks to Putin echo
language he used during his
visit to Ukraine in August
2024, telling Zelenskyy: “We
have stayed away from the
war, but we are not neutral, we
are in favour of peace. We
come from the land of Buddha
and (Mahatma) Gandhi with
a message of peace.” Putin,
for his part, offered few details
on their discussions, saying
only that they spoke ““in detail
on the situation in Ukraine”
and on US-initiated talks
towards a “possible peaceful
settlement of this crisis”.

Killer Goa blaze a man-made tragedy, FIR spells it out:
No fire safety equipment, no emergency exit, no licences

Panaji | Charred remains
at the nightclub where a fire
broke out due to a cylinder
blast, in North Goa district.
At least 25 persons were
killed and six others suffered
injuries in the incident,
according to officials.
Charred remains at the
nightclub where a fire broke
out due to a cylinder blast,
in North Goa district. At
least 25 persons were killed
and six others suffered
injuries in the incident,
according to officials. After
25 people were killed in a fire
at a nightclub in Goa, police
have booked the club’s
owners, partners, manager,
event organiser and other
managing staff on charges of
culpable homicide. The fire

broke out late on Saturday
night at a club called
Birch by Romeo
Lane in North Goa’s
Arporam. Of the 25
killed, four were
tourists. The FIR
was lodged on the
complaint of Sub-
Inspector Navneet

manager, event organiser and

Goltekar at Anjuna S8 _'.:.-.:;;.@:

police station. It
named the chairman
of Romeo Lane, j#&
Saurabh Luthra, his [
brother  Gaurav
Luthra and unnamed
partners, manager,
event organisers and other
managing staff as the
accused. The FIR said the
accused persons, “who are
the owners, partners,

other managing staff of Birch
by Romeo Lane, Arpora...
without taking proper care
and caution, without
providing fire safety

equipment and other safety

gadgets, organised [a] fire
show at their restaurant/club
which resulted in a serious
fire due to which 25 innocent
people succumbed to death

Smriti Mandhana and Palash Muchhal call off
wedding: ‘I have decided to move on in my life...’

New Delhi | Music
composer Palash Muchhal
and cricketer Smriti

Mandhana’s wedding has
officially been called off.
Smriti and Palash took to
Instagram to share notes
about the decision and
requested privacy for both
families.

In her note, Smriti
expressed her wish to move
forward, without elaborating
on the decision to call off the

wedding. Her note read,
“Over the past few weeks
there has been plenty of
speculation around my life
and I feel it is important for
me to speak out at this time.
I am a very private person
and I would like to keep it
that way but I need to clarify
that the wedding is called off.
I would like to close this
matter here and implore all
of you to do the sane. |
request you to please respect

the privacy of both families
at this time and allow us the

space to process and move
on at our own pace.”

and also caused injuries to
tourist[s] and staff, inspite of
having full knowledge that
organising such a show may
lead to serious fire
accidents...” The FIR said
the restaurant “did not have
an emergency exit door on
the ground floor as well as
on the deck floor to evacuate
in case of emergency”. The
FIR was lodged under BNS
sections 105 (culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder), 125 (act
endangering life or personal
safety of others), 125 (a),
125 (b) and 287 (negligent
conduct with respect to fire
or combustible matter) read
with section 3 (5) (common
intention).
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