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Aware of rare earth shortages, critical
minerals mission to address it: PM Modi

Hansalpur | Acknowledging
the ongoing shortage of rare
earth materials faced by India’s
automobile industry, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
that the government was
working towards building
national capacity in critical
minerals and would soon
launch exploration missions.
“I’m aware of the rare earth
materials shortage, and we are
trying to address it with the
critical minerals mission.
There will be exploration at
more than 1,200 sites for
critical minerals,” PM Modi
said. He also green flagged
Maruti Suzuki’s first battery
electric vehicle, the eVitara,
which will be made in the
company’s Gujarat plant and
exported to over a 100
countries. The PM’s
comments on the rare earth
materials shortage come as
automakers are feeling the
heat of Chinese curbs on the

crucial minerals. The Indian
Express earlier reported that
Royal Enfield has tried out a
temporary hack for its gear
position sensor as the global
shortages bite, exposing
vulnerabilities in vehicle
supply chains. Other
automakers too are cutting

down on certain non-essential
equipment in their vehicles to
reduce the usage of rare earth
materials as uncertainty over
China’s green light to export
the key materials looms.
Despite ongoing supply chain
disruptions, policies made by
the Indian government in the

Justice Nagarathna dissents on Pancholi’s
elevation to Supreme Court by Collegium

New Delhi | The Supreme
Court Collegium’s decision
Monday recommending the
elevation of Patna High Court

Chief Justice Vipul Manubhai
Pancholi for appointment as
judge of the top court was not
unanimous, The Indian
Express has learnt. Justice B
V Nagarathna, one of the five
judges in the Collegium, has
recorded a dissent in
recommending  Justice
Pancholi, citing his overall
seniority and regional
representation.  Justice
Pancholi currently ranks 57th
in the All-India List of
Seniority of High Court
judges. Besides CJI Bhushan
R Gavai, the Collegium
comprises Justices Surya
Kant, Vikram Nath, JK
Maheshwari and Nagarathna.
The Supreme Court has
routinely underlined three
factors as its selection criteria
—the combined seniority on an

all-India basis of Chief Justices
and Judges of High Courts, the
principle of representation,
and ‘merit and integrity’. In the
past, these factors
have been
“balanced” to
recommend a HC
judge for
appointment.
Especially, in the
appointment of
candidates who
are likely to
become CJI,
seniority is
bypassed  to
ensure the line of succession.
Sources said Nagarathna’s
concerns were about
recommending one more
judge from the Gujarat High
Court, less than three months
after Justice NV Anjaria, also
from the same high court, was
appointed to the Supreme
Court. In May, when Justice
Pancholi’s candidature first
came up for discussion, at
least two judges in the
Collegium had expressed
concerns on his lack of
seniority. His
recommendation would have
meant bypassing those who
were senior to him at the
Gujarat HC including Justice
Anjaria. Sources said that to
address the concerns on
seniority, the Collegium
instead recommended Justice

Anjaria and Justice Pancholi
was appointed the Chief
Justice of the Patna HC.
However, when his name
came up again, Justice
Nagarathna is learnt to have
raised questions again, this
time focusing on the over-
representation of Gujarat HC
in the SC. If Justice Pancholi
were to be appointed, the
Supreme Court would have
three judges from the Gujarat
High Court — Justices JB
Pardiwala, Anjaria and
Pancholi. Both Justices
Pardiwala and Pancholi
would be in the line of
succession as Chief Justices
of India in 2028 for a period
of two years and in 2031 for
a period of seven months,
respectively. Till May, the
Supreme Court had three
judges from the Gujarat HC
— Justices Pardiwala, MR
Shah and Bela Trivedi. While
Justice Shah retired in May,
Justice Trivedi’s last working
day was May 16. There are
also three judges each from
the Bombay High Court,
Allahabad HC and the
Punjab and Haryana HC.
The Supreme Court has a
sanctioned strength of 34
judges, and the sanctioned
strength of each HC is taken
into consideration to ensure
adequate regional
representation.

past decade are proving useful,
the PM said. “In 2014, we
started working on it, our goal
of Make in India and how we
can create a conducive
environment for global and
domestic investors,” he said.
The land for Maruti Suzuki’s
plant in Gujarat’s Hansalpur

was allotted to the company
in 2012, when Modi was
Chief Minister of the state.
“Our efforts from that time are
playing a big role in fulfilling
the nation’s dreams. . . Suzuki,
a Japanese company, is
making its cars in India and
exporting them to Japan...
India has the power of
democracy, the advantage of
demography and a big pool of
skilled workforce, which
makes global companies trust
India,” the PM said. The PM
also urged state governments
to step up their reform process
and increase ease of doing
business to attract investors. “1
want states to be proactive, pro
development policies and
reforms... The faster a state
makes its policies neat and
clean, with no ifs and buts, it
will  help  investors’
confidence... I call on states
to compete on reforms and
good governance,” Modi said.

“Trial courts consistently failing to perform their duties as a
judge’s Madhya Pradesh HC overturns POCSO conviction

Bhopal | Overturning a
conviction passed by a trial
court under the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, the
Madhya Pradesh High Court
observed that “trial courts are
consistently failing to perform
their duties as a judge”. The
High Court noted that the
lower court had “committed
several irregularities” in the
case. It was hearing an appeal
filed by a man who was
sentenced to 20 years’
rigorous imprisonment by a
special judge in a POCSO
case. The High Court Bench
of Justices Vivek Agarwal and
Avanindra Kumar Singh said
that “despite regular training
in the Madhya Pradesh State
Judicial Academy, learned trial
courts are consistently failing
to perform their duties as a
judge”. The appellant in the
case said that he had a
consensual physical
relationship with the alleged
victim and that she was not a
minor at the time of the
incident. Her statement had
also said that 10 days before
the incident, the man had
proposed marriage to her,
which she accepted, and then
they travelled to Hyderabad
and performed the rituals at a
Durga temple. The appellant
argued that the woman was an
adult and that the prosecution

did not exhibit the X-ray
report, which “reflects towards

the intellectual dishonesty of
the prosecution”. The court
noted that the X-ray report
was not exhibited and said the
trial court failed to take
“cognizance of ossification
test report available on record
and, secondly, it did not pose
questions under Section 313
of Cr.P.C.
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